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Recycling Program Sponsors 4th Annual Poster Contest 


This year DEP's Recycling Program will once again be sponsoring a poster contest for 
Connecticut students in the 4th, 5th and 6th grades. This year's theme is 
"Composting... A Recipe for a Healthy Earth!". Students are asked to design a 
poster which illustrates this theme. Four posters from each grade level, for a total 
of 12, will be selected as statewide winners. These posters will then be reproduced 
to illustrate a 24" X 36", full-color wall calendar for 1995. Winning posters will be 
displayed at the Legislative Office Building in Hartford during the month of 
November. 


Entry materials were sent to the principals of all public/private elementary and 
middle schools during the first week of September. Schools must first hold their own 
contest and then send DEP the winning posters for each grade level. Posters must 
arrive at DEP offices in Hartford by Friday, October 28, 1994. The calendars will be 
available for distribution by mid-December of 1994. All schools, regardless of 
whether or not they send in entries, will receive copies of the calendar. If you would 
like to be on the mailing list to receive a copy of this colorful calendar, or have 
questions about the contest, please contact Meg Enkler at (203) 566-8722. 


Ray Cycle Has a New Show! 


Connecticut DEP's Ray Cycle (in real life, Chris Rowlands) has anew show. Amazing 
new (and old) recycled products, how to prevent pollution by reducing waste at the 
source, and composting concepts are just a few of the topics covered in this exciting 
new program. Many new songs are featured on subjects like packaging and 
vermicomposting (composting with worms ). 





From his shoulders to his feet, Ray Cycle's new attire illustrates how "the loop is 
closed" in recycling. He sports a pair of "Eco-Sneaks", donated by the DEJA Shoe 
Company. These shoes are made from a mix of post-consumer recyclables and 
manufacturing waste which includes soda bottles, coffee cups, corrugated cardboard, 
tires, diaper trim waste, scrap cloth, and more. His T-shirts contain fabric made from 
five, 2-liter soda bottles (50% post-consumer recycled content). Finally, his sweater, 
donated by the Patagonia Company, is made from PCR Synchilla fabric. One sweater 
contains 25, 1-liter soda bottles which represents 3.6 lbs of recycled plastic! 


As always, Chris teaches through participatory songs and lecture. This program 
continues to be available FREE to Connecticut's elementary and middle schools. If 
you would like to schedule a performance or just need more information call Arlene 
Cyr at 566-8722. Invite Ray Cycle to your school today! 


DEP and CCLU Sponsor Environmental Equity Conference 


The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) and the CT Civil 
Liberties Union (CCLU) are co-sponsoring an Environmental Equity Conference 
on Saturday, October 15, 1994 at the University of Hartford. There is no fee to 
attend this conference. Although anyone may attend , it is necessary to pre-register 
by October 7, 1994. 


Environmental Equity (EE) means the equitable distribution of environmental 
benefits and risks across population groups. There is a growing body of evidence that 
low income groups and people of color are exposed to higher than average amounts 
of environmental pollution. Industrial air pollution, lead paint, disposal facilities and 
contaminated fish are just a few examples. In Connecticut , there are over 600 
potential pollution sources in each of our five major metropolitan towns: Bridgeport, 
Hartford, New Haven, Stamford, and Waterbury. This conference will provide a 
forum to open the lines of communication between individuals/organizations within 


city neighborhoods and CT DEP. 


Please join us to learn more about this topic and to express your concerns. To 
register, or for more information, contact Edith Pestana, DEP Environmental Equity 
Program Administrator, Office of the Commissioner, 79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 
06106 or call 424-3002. 


Upcoming Meeting 


New York State Department of Environmental Conservation's Sixth Annual Recycling 
Conference. November 1 and 2, 1994 at the Onondaga County Convention Center, 


Syracuse, New York. For more information contact: Debbie Jackson at (518) 457- 


7337. 
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